
 
 
15 September 2011 
 
Attn of Suzan Hemingway 
City Solicitor 
Legal Department, Bradford District Council  
City Hall 
BRADFORD  BD1 1HY 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Hemingway 
 
APPLICATION FOR VILLAGE GREEN STATUS (Derry Hill, Menston) 
 
This is to advise that Menston Community Association has written to Mr Stewart Currie of your 
Planning Department noting that an application has been lodged with Bradford MDC in 
relation to Village Green status for Derry Hill fields at Menston.  The Community Association 
has seen supporting evidence and will give this application its backing.   
 
The Community Association, and those providing our legal advice, consider that it would be 
improper for the Planning Application (for residential development of that land) to be 
considered or referred to a Planning Panel until such time as the application for Village 
Green status has been determined, as the issue of the status of that area will be material to 
the procedural determination of the residential Planning Application. 
 
As a consequence of earlier events and the absence of proper consultation on matters 
affecting Menston, there exists a degree of mistrust of Bradford’s Planning Department and 
its propensity to listen to and be swayed by the arguments of the developer without 
permitting equivalent representation of the views of residents.  This resulted in a strong 
demonstration of public opposition to the more than 60 amendments to the Planning 
Application which were introduced AFTER the supposed ‘deadline’ Menston residents were 
set for the registration of objections, effectively disenfranchising residents. 
 
The Community Association has been advised to alert you to our concerns that the Village 
Green application and other matters must be subject to the vigilance of the Legal 
Department, as several of these issues have implications for the Council’s potential liability 
at law. 
 
However … before I’ve had time to despatch this letter, I have learned (unofficially) that the 
Panel is to be reconvened on Tuesday 27 September, before the Village Green issue is even 
considered. 

Menston Community Association 
Registered Charity Number 513665 

 
       Please reply to:   Alan D Elsegood 
                              Hon. Chairman      
 “Highfields” 
 47 Ellar Gardens 
 Menston, LS29 6QA 
 Tel: 01943 873497 
 Email: alan@alanelsegood.co.uk 

 
  



 
I have received an email response from Stewart Currie, the content of which is copied below 
and is self-explanatory. 
 

Alan 
  

Thank you for your letter, which has been forwarded to Asset Management, the 

service responsible for these applications.  

The village green application does not affect the processing of the planning application which 

can be determined prior to the determination of the village green application. 
  

regards 
  
Stewart Currie BA(Hons) Pg Cert. UED   
 
 
This morning I have learned from one of our Ward Councillors as below: 
 

Dear Councillors 
 
 Please note, that in consultation with the Chair, the Area Planning Panel (Shipley) meeting that was 
adjourned on 19 July 2011 will be reconvened on Tuesday 27 September 2011 commencing at 10am in 
the Main Hall, Kirklands Community Centre, Menston. 
 
 Please note that there is a seating capacity of approximately 150 and that the venue will have to be 
cleared by 4.30 pm. 
 
Regards 
 
Claire Tomenson 
 
A copy of my letter to Mr Currie is attached. 
 
It is my belief that the residents of Menston are being treated with disregard which borders 
on contempt by Bradford Council, and it is patently obvious that a decision has been made to 
push these Planning Applications through on the basis of a defective and inaccurate report, 
and a legion of post-Application amendments, without permitting the residents of Menston 
the opportunity of organising effective representation.  This is a matter on which MCA will 
have to take legal advice and which will  be the subject of a complaint to the Local 
Government Ombudsman service. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
A D Elsegood 
Chairman 
 
 



 
14 September 2011 
 
Attn of Mr Stewart Currie 
Bradford District Council  
Planning Dept. 
3rd Floor, Jacob’s Well 
BRADFORD  BD1 5RW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Currie 
 
APPLICATION FOR VILLAGE GREEN STATUS (Derry Hill, Menston) 
 
It is the understanding of Menston Community Association that an application has been 
lodged with Bradford MDC in relation to Village Green status for Derry Hill fields at Menston.  
The Community Association has seen some of the supporting evidence and will give this 
application its backing.  We assume that the Village Green application and the issue of the 
status of that area will be material to the procedural determination of the Planning 
Application which is pending consideration. 
 
On behalf of the MCA, I shall be grateful if you will: 
 

 Confirm that this has been lodged and that the application has been formally 
accepted by BMDC for procedural action and  

 Confirm that Planning Application No. 10/04551/MAF (as amended) will not be 
determined until AFTER the Village Green application has been determined. 

 
Your early reply will be appreciated, as the MCA Committee is due to meet and review this 
matter at its meeting on 5 October. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
A D Elsegood 
Chairman 
 

Menston Community Association 
Registered Charity Number 513665 

 
       Please reply to:   Alan D Elsegood 
                              Hon. Chairman      
 “Highfields” 
 47 Ellar Gardens 
 Menston, LS29 6QA 
 Tel: 01943 873497 
 Email: alan@alanelsegood.co.uk 

 
  


