
Dear Neighbour 

With your help and backing, the developers’ plans for Derry Hill and Bingley Road have 
been frustrated …….. otherwise there would be bulldozers and housing on the fields now!  
Matters have now reached a vital stage which, as your representatives, we need you to 
understand and continue to support. 
 
As you will know, a Working Party of village representatives (made up from Menston Community 
Association, Menston Parish Council and Menston Action Group) has been working together for over 2½ 
years to defend our community against the threat of excessive development. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before approving planning on these sites, Bradford Council failed to undertake a rigorous assessment 
of the impact of such high-volume construction on our community, including: 
 

 the effects upon the drainage system of the village and the risk of flooding 

 the true level of traffic which will be generated on village roads and the A65 

 the lack of infrastructure for both existing and any proposed new residents 
 
There has been serious flooding in the village and along the A65 during this summer, with flood water 
and sewage forced up manholes onto village streets.  It has, admittedly, been a poor summer, but the 
long-term weather forecasts indicate that the UK must expect greater extremes of weather in years to 
come.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your support is still required, both practically and financially.  Defending these proposals is costly in 
terms of both legal and expert assistance.  We CAN win these arguments and win the FINAL battle.   
Donations can be made at Menston Post Office or SmallPrint.  Please come and listen to what we have 
to say and ask questions. Our legal representatives will be in attendance. 
 
Thank you, on behalf of MCA, Menston Parish Council and MAG. 
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We ask you to make every effort to attend the Forum meeting on Tuesday 9 October, 
commencing 7.30pm at Kirklands, so that we can explain …. 
 

 What steps we have taken since the last public meeting 

 The outcome of the Village Green Application (for Derry Hill Fields) 

 How we have allocated the money which has been donated 

 What more Bradford and the developers have in mind for Menston (in the plan known as 
the Local Development Framework, through to 2028) 

 What further actions we propose to take. 

 

We have commissioned, at significant expense, a professional report from the UK’s leading flood 
and drainage consultants which shows that, if volume housing is built in Menston, our drainage 
system is simply inadequate and will be overwhelmed in areas from the moor top to the Wharfe. 

 
THIS WILL AFFECT EVERY HOUSEHOLD IN EVERY PART OF MENSTON … 

….. because the whole of the populated area is built on a particular geological foundation. 

 


