
MAG TRAFFIC FACT SHEET 

 

 The city of Bradford Metropolitan District Council is responsible for most roads in the Bradford 

District that are classified as public highways. Government regulations set out what types of 

vehicle (categorised by width, length, height and weight) may use public highways. The roads in 

and around the village are quote “rural routes and do not reflect current highway design 

standards” --- Sustainability Appraisal for Housing Sites at Bingley Road and Derry Hill, 

Menston page 55   3.8 (2006) 

 

 The movement of large or heavy loads and cranes is permitted provided they comply with 

government regulations. These are generally referred to as abnormal loads. These loads are 

heading towards our village 

 

 Menston was mentioned in the Doomsday survey of 1086 and has gradually evolved 

particularly during the industrial revolution to what we currently see today.  In 

2007 the older part was designated a conservation area.  Dicks Garth Road, Walker 

Road and Derry Hill have been reviewed as to possible inclusion in the Conservation 

Area.  

 

 Menston Village is principally a commuter village. 

 

 Main Street is the main arterial route through the village. Currently on an average weekday mid-

morning there are approx. 40 vehicles parked on Main Street.  This will increase markedly with 

bad weather days and OAPs collecting their pensions. 

 

 This volume can double overnight and weekends. The volume also increases markedly with 

Public meetings /Funerals/Weddings. 

 

 The railway station at mid-morning is full to capacity with 130 vehicles.  The car park should only 

cater for 112 and all the disabled bays are full. At mid-morning the average numbers of cycles 

parked at the railway is 4 but there could be an additional 3 in secured cover. 

 

 On Station Road, that part which is not yellow lined, there is an additional 40 vehicles with the 

overflow now extending to the top of Cleasby Road where there is an additional 56 cars on 

average and also parking on both sides of the road.  

 

 On an average day the doctors’ surgery car park is full but it is difficult to know if these are 

patients or visitors to Kirklands, the doctors, the nursery or the library.  This does not take into 

account the new area behind the library. The Surgery is working to capacity. 

 

 The A65 is a nightmare at peak periods in both directions.  The new junction at the Hare and 

Hounds has failed to relieve the congestion from the Bingley Road to the A65.  The arrangement 

of the traffic lights and directions has caused serious concern and can only become more of a 

problem with increased traffic flow.  An ongoing investigation with Aireborough Civic Society 

and Apperley Lane Residents has yet to be reported. The help of all the current Members of 

Parliament in the Wharfedale and Aireborough valley has been recommended 

 

 The overall assumption has to be at peak times it is very difficult to get in or out of the village. 

 

 This will be compounded when the free bus service is withdrawn from Highroyds but there is 

always the hope the commuters from this site will revert to cycle and foot i.e. this is the overall 

plan for the new residents of the proposed Derry Hill development. 

 

 In addition, as part of the proposed new road priorities for Derry Hill, there will be an immediate 

impact on the “rat-run” traffic from Ilkley/Keighley/Bingley/Baildon in both directions.  These 

vehicles will be forced up Moor Lane or Cleasby Road impacting on the access sites to both 

developments if they should go ahead 

 



 Accident figures currently available do not reflect reality within our current road network.  

Anecdotally people state that many of the junctions have had more accidents than is currently 

logged, for example, the Derry Hill/Main Street/Burley Lane crossroads has had at the time of this 

article at least four accidents.  In addition, last month there were two accidents, one at the junction 

of Dicks Garth and Main Street and the other at Cleasby Road/Main Street crossroads.  It could 

almost be guaranteed that only one of these two accidents will be recorded. 

 

 The Sustainability Appraisal Document Traffic, Transport and Access sections 2006 are 

completely at odds with the current Transport Assessment.  The former highlights many obstacles 

for the future development whereas the latter concludes, quote “The overall conclusion of this 

Transport Assessment is that there are no sustainability, accessibility, highway or transport 

reasons which should prevent this development site, as allocated for residential development 

within Bradford Metropolitan District Council’s Replacement Unitary Development Plan(RUDP) 

from receiving planning permission.” Page 58  12.9 

 

 The Residential Travel Plan is a state of the art document on Social Engineering. The future 

residents are encouraged to do everything except use a car. They are to join, with the help of a 

Travel Co-ordinator (employed by the builder), car clubs, powered two wheeler clubs and 

breakfast clubs. They will be given Home Starter Packs via the co-ordinator who will eventually 

offer, quote “New residents an incentive to complete a survey and enter a free draw with a 

sustainable travel themed first prize such as a new bicycle or vouchers for cycling 

accessories”!!!!! page 26  7.3 

 

 If common sense, a word that seems to have gone out of our vocabulary were to prevail this 

proposed development would appear as sheer madness. 


