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MENSTON ACTION GROUP TRAFFIC 
Bradford Council readily accepts the proposed development sites at Derry Hill will 

have a significant impact on the local environment community and physical 

infrastructure.   How significant will this impact become!! 

 

The multitude of documents submitted as part of the planning process has been 

examined particularly in relation to our village roads and joining networks.  It is very 

obvious a huge amount of time, energy and money has been thrown at this 

development.  This work involves everything from proposed cycle tracks to bus 

routes, casualty lists and any other relevant material for the purposes of a planning 

application.  At no time are any particular conclusions made as to the sustainability of 

this development. 

 

To demonstrate SUSTAINABILITY at Derry Hill an efficient and effective road 

network is mandatory. 

 

The definition advanced by communities and local government agencies is that a 

sustainable community is a place where people want to live and work, now and in the 

future. The sustainable community meets the diverse need of the existing and future 

residents. The community is safe and inclusive, well planned, built and run and offers 

equality of opportunity and goods services for all. 

 

For a sustainable community to thrive it must have good access to schools, medical 

services, retailers and above all else work opportunities. 

 

From the documentation submitted so far for Derry Hill it is very difficult to see any 

conclusions as to whether the community would be sustainable and at no time has the 

report of the Strategic Director (Regeneration) Shipley Area Committee 

highlighted the main arterial route through the village.  As it is now understood 

that there will be only one access/exit to the Derry Hill site which will be opposite 

West Winds it must be obvious to all concerned there will be a major impact on the 

community with the necessary traffic to and from the site.  

 

Menston was mentioned in the Domesday survey of 1086 and has gradually 

evolved particularly during the industrial revolution   to what we currently see 

today, In 2007 the older part was designated a conservation area. Dicks Garth 

Road, Walker Road and Derry Hill have been reviewed as to possible inclusion 

in the Conservation Area. 

 

The Derry Hill site is close enough to have a major negative impact on this 

conservation area.  If the development went ahead the massive increase in traffic to 

and from the site would cause all manner of negative effects, not only on the 

designated area but the village as a whole. 

 

The residential travel plan hints that future residents will be encouraged to travel by 

any means other than by car.   It also hints that the rail network will become the major 

source for commuter traffic.  In addition the travel plan co-ordinator (funded by the 

developers) will positively market and promote the use of rail and bus services to all 

new residents in an effort to encourage the use of public transport.  At no stage in any 

of this residential travel plan have the existing residents been taken into account.   
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Main Street is in essence a village road stretching approximately a mile and a quarter 

from end to end and on average is approximately 20 feet wide with narrower areas, 

particularly around the busy shops and junctions.  As no mention appears in any 

documentation regarding the limited access for vehicles down Main Street this must 

become a significant factor in a planning objection.  It is blatantly obvious to anybody 

who lives in and around our village that there is no scope for large increases in 

vehicle movement let alone the size of the vehicles negotiating the entire length of 

Menston village.  If the developers were to put pressure on the Highways/Planners to 

double yellow line the whole of Main Street this would be totally unacceptable to all 

residents and the overall conclusion must be Main Street is NOT, repeat NOT, a 

sustainable access route to the Derry Hill development, ie. THE ROAD IS NOT FIT 

FOR PURPOSE.   

 

To sum up, no amount of facts and figures or photographs which we have produced in 

abundance can compete with the documentation recently submitted by the developers.  

It is a little like Menston Village F.C. Taking on Manchester United. 

 Therefore we feel our best objection to the proposed development at Derry Hill is the 

maintenance of the conservation area and prevent access to Main Street full stop. 

  

Traffic Group   

 

 


