
To the planning panel 

As a resident of Menston for over 25 years I wish to draw the panel’s attention to some highways 

issues which the proposed developments in Menston would create? 

Firstly and probably most serious is the safety issue.    

If housing were to go ahead on the Derry Hill site, the Developers preferred route for construction 

vehicles is out of the meadow turning right up Derry Hill which is quite steep, left into Derry Lane, a 

housing estate, along Hawksworth Drive also a housing estate, then to a T junction with a right turn 

into Cleasby Road with eventual left turn on another T junction onto the Bingley Road. Knowing this I 

had a Heavy Goods Vehicle Instructor walk the preferred route with me through the village and as a 

consequence we felt it would be sensible to do a logistical exercise. The plan was to bring an average 

type of vehicle e.g. a flat bed or low loader used during the construction phase along this preferred 

route to show if it were possible to negotiate all the problems the route highlighted. 

To facilitate this the vehicle would have to cross a single track road out of the proposed 

development, pass down the middle of a bustling housing estate, with all that goes with it, pass a 

designated children’s play area then Bradford Children’s Home and eventually the end of Menston 

Primary School. 

Having now cleared Hawksworth Drive which has a considerable number of elderly residents there is 

a difficult right hand turn onto Cleasby Road followed by an almost impossible left hand turn onto 

Bingley Road which necessitates even cars having to be in the middle of this road. 

The inspector’s overall conclusion was that to avoid any risk to life and limb the route would have be 

tested at daybreak in the middle of summer and on a Sunday.  It soon became apparent that at this 

time of day there were far too many parked vehicles for this to be achieved. The inspectors   

common sense approach suggested a considerable number of alterations to the existing route would 

be necessary to accommodate large vehicle access to this part of the village and however this was 

achieved it would still leave potential dangers to the residents or their property . The inspector also 

pointed out the quality of the roads was not of sufficient standard to support such heavy vehicles. 

He also claimed the alternative access to the site at Moor lane was an accident waiting to happen 

particularly at the corner with Mount Pleasant. The quality of the road here was particularly poor as 

a result of snow and ice damage along with constant water run off . 

Secondly the increase in numbers of vehicles exiting the completed development will have a serious 

impact on congestion within the village and connecting main arterial routes, particularly the A65.  A 

recent A 65 Transport Study carried out via Met Engineering state the A65 is at saturation point and 

this is backed up by a similar statement from Bradford L.D.F. transport study this will inevitably 

increase the carbon footprint and reduce the quality of life to those residents within the village. 

It is totally incomprehensible how the developer can state the proposed development with or with 

Bingley Road and the final impact of the completion of Highroyds will not have any affect on the 

overall congestion. As to the figure of 2000 vehicles per hour generated by the now derelict hospital 

is a joke. See page 34 of the report. 



I feel that the development as proposed IS too large for the current infrastructure in Menston and IS 

therefore not sustainable.  With the added possible development at The Bingley Road site and added 

traffic this would generate our already congested village roads would overwhelm. 

Finally the developers, knowing the roads in and around the village are not of highway standards, 

have proposed a road mitigation plan which has been totally rejected by the village.  This plan would 

likely cause on good authority the closure of our main street shop, ie. The Co-op, and clog up the 

village to a point where it would be grid-locked.   

I appeal to the planning panel to consider my submission when carrying out your site visit and I am 

sure you will concur with the H.G.V. instructor.  I urge you to reject this application on highways 

issues.  The approval of the current plans would create harm and hazard in this community. 


