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Stuart Andrew (Pudsey) (Con): It is a pleasure to serve under your chairmanship, Ms 
Dorries. I am grateful to have secured this debate, which is very important for my 
constituents. All hon. Members think their constituency is unique and special, as I 
certainly do. The Pudsey constituency is made up of many individual towns and villages 
that have a history dating back centuries. All have their own unique identity and are 
blessed with being close to one of the busiest and most successful cities in the north—
Leeds—and being a stone’s throw from the beautiful Yorkshire dales countryside. What 
makes living in Pudsey, Horsforth and Aireborough enjoyable is the countryside that 
acts as the natural green lungs between the communities, helping to preserve their real 
sense of identity. 

Every part of the constituency, however, has seen significant change over the past 15 
years. Where once stood mills and factories, we now have thousands of new houses. As 
a consequence, the issue of planning has always been high in the minds of local people. 
All those extra houses have brought real problems: roads such as the A65 and the ring 
road have become notoriously congested; schools have such high demand that it is 
difficult for some parents to get their children into their local school; and doctors’ 
surgeries have got busier and busier. 

Philip Davies (Shipley) (Con): My hon. Friend has been a persistent campaigner 
on this subject for his constituents, for which I commend him. With regard to the 
A65 and the schools in his constituency, does he agree that the proposed 
developments in Menston right on the edge of his constituency, which will be a 
disaster for that village, will also have a massive negative effect on the A65 that 
his constituents use and on local schools? Children living in those developments 
would go to Guiseley school. 

Stuart Andrew: My hon. Friend is right. I am trying to get across that these issues affect 
not only my constituency; planning applications in his constituency will also have a 
severe impact. 

Continued................... 

Philip Davies: I am sorry to interrupt my hon. Friend’s flow, but does he agree that 

we are in a ludicrous situation? His local authority and mine are next door to each 

other, wanting to build more and more houses in our constituency. At the same 

time, the west Yorkshire combined authority is putting all the infrastructure 

spending into the Labour heartlands, starving our areas of the infrastructure that 

they need to support the housing that it wants to impose on us. 


